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ABSTRACT

The current study aimed to assess the following: The sociocconomic characteristics of women borrowers and their
families; The Quality of projects, purposes and sufficiency of loans, and identify the difficulties faced during the
lending and implementation process: and finally, to assess the socioeconomic impacts of the projects on women and
their families. Data were collected using a questionnaire designed for the present study. The sample was fifty women
borrowers in Northern arca of Jordan. Results revealed that respondents were generally not well educated, with low
family income almost around or below the poverty ling, family size were high, employment status for husbands were
not so well, and majority of the projects focused mainly on livestock which is popular in rural arcas. The Projects
provided additional income and work opportunity for women, improved their status within their familics and
community, elevated their confidence and seli-<esteem, Most complaints were related o management, markeling of
products, inadequacy of funds and collaterals. The study concluded with a number of recommendations tackling these

problems and obstacles to such initiativs,

Keywords: Empower, Rural Women, Income-generating Projects.

INTRODUCTION

Women, in general, and especially in the developing
countries, are more vulnerable to economic and socio-
cultural burden of poverty. Women are discriminated
against in terms of work access, opportunities, payment,
economic safety, and lack of basic needs (Prihatinah,
2005). According to Yunus (1987), the credit for self-
employment programs is a fundamental human right.
Yunus maintains that poverty, which is more common
among women than men worldwide, is a violation of
human rights. A study by Assai et al. (2006) found that
women in the Eastem Mediterranean region are
generally characterized by less autonomy, lower social
status and value than men. Consequently, empowerment
of women socially and economically is an essential part
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in the development efforts in any country.

Jordan has been vulnerable to the impact of regional,
political, and economic crises impinging on its ability to
actualize its development potential. Therefore, the rate
of poverty deteriorated sharply in the late 1980's and
worsened after the 1990 when Iraq invaded Kuwait, and
its various social and political consequences, were over
400 000 Jordanians and Palestinians expelled to Jordan,
At the same time, Jordan's rapid population growth,
mainly due to regional crises, has strained the
availability and quality of social services (Mansur,
1996:54), The first Gulf War between Iraq and Iran
(lasting eight years) and its aftermath, combined with the
collapse of oil prices and subsequent drop in worker
remittances from neighboring oil-producing countries,
pushed the rate of poverty sharply in 1990s (Government
of Jordan (GolyMinistry of Social Development
(MoSD), 2002). Jordan had little poverty and
unemployment prior to the economic collapse in 1989,
The economic collapse pushed 17% of the population
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