
 
 
 

 

Task Group on Developing Guidelines for Using ISO 639-3 Language 
Codes for Library Cataloging 

Charge:  

The PCC Task Group on Developing Guidelines for Using ISO 639-3 Language 
Codes for Library Cataloging is charged to:develop a set of guidelines for when 
and how to use ISO 639-3 language codes in library cataloging by revising and 
expanding the guidelines developed for the BABEL test 
(https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/taskgroup/BABEL-test-MARC-guidelines.pdf). The 
guidelines should address the following topics. 
 

● Where to find the codes 
● Coding of 

○     Macrolanguages 
○     Historical languages 
○     Standard languages 

● Situations where the cataloger is unable to identify the language with the 
precision required by ISO 639-3 

● Coding so that records are usable both in systems that support the use of 
ISO 639-3 and those that don’t 

Time Frame: 

Date charged: 1 June 2022 
Date preliminary report due: 15 August 2022 
Date final report due: 15 September 2022 

Reports to:  

PCC Standing Committee on Standards 

Roster:    

Kelley McGrath (University of Oregon) (chair) 
Christopher Dillon (British Library) 
Greta Heng (San Diego State University) 
TJ Kao (UC Davis) 
Charlene Morrison (OCLC) 
Robert Rendall (Columbia) 
Charles Riley (Yale) 
Lana Soglasnova (University of Toronto) 
 
Final Report Transmittal & Tracking Sheet: TG on ISO 639-3 Language Code 
Guidelines--Report Transmittal Form.docx 

https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/taskgroup/BABEL-test-MARC-guidelines.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J-zUy5hD15uGBreMvetQtTKSTSGfnSq4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J-zUy5hD15uGBreMvetQtTKSTSGfnSq4/edit
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