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Project Vision Statement 
This project will replace the term “Oriental” in LC subject headings and LCC captions that are considered 
harmful, and change relevant classification numbers accordingly 

Outcomes and Strategic Directions 
This project will replace harmful “Oriental” subject headings, therefore, it aligns with:  
SD6: Assess and improve PCC operations through the lens of Accessibility, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
(ADEI) principles  
6.5. Build a knowledge base of metadata practices that have been or should be evaluated and possibly 
identified for harm-reducing remediation efforts (sometimes referred to as “critical cataloging,” 
“reparative cataloging” or “reparative description”)  

Benefits 
“Oriental” is a Eurocentric term that describes Asian, South Asian (MS), and Middle Eastern people and 
cultures as foreign and “other.” It reflects colonialist point of views and emphasizes exotic images and 
stereotypes. Seeing the term “Oriental” in library records hurts people who are described by that term. 
Replacing “Oriental” in LC subject headings would greatly enhance library user experience. Also, as the 
term tends to ignore diversity among Asian and Middle Eastern cultures, the project aims to specify what 
is described by each “Oriental” subject heading and by doing so, would help users including catalogers to 
understand what these subject headings actually mean. 

Authoritative Resources 
• Dictionary: Merriam Webster: https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/oriental 
• Books 

o Said, Edward W. Orientalism. New York : Pantheon Books, 1978. 
o Yu, Henry. Thinking Orientals : migration, contact, and exoticism in modern America. 

New York : Oxford University Press, 2023. 
o Yellow peril : an archive of anti-Asian fear. edited and introduced by John Kyo Wei and 

Dylan Yeats. London : Verso, 2014. 
• Book chapters: 

o Sylvia Shin Huey Chong. Orientalism, Keywords for Asian American Studies, Vol. 4. NYU 
Press, 2015.  
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o Johnson, Sylvester A. "Colonialism, Orientalism, and the Body." The Wiley Blackwell 
Companion to Religion and Materiality (2020): 507-529. 

o Boal, Augusto. "Othering: the roots of colonisation and Orientalism." 25. 
o Curtis, Michael. Orientalism and Islam: European thinkers on Oriental despotism in the 

Middle East and India. Cambridge University Press, 2009. 
o Lockman, Zachary. Contending visions of the Middle East: The history and politics of 

Orientalism. No. 3. Cambridge University Press, 2010. 
• Journal articles 

o Said, Edward W. "Orientalism reconsidered." Postcolonial criticism. Routledge, 2014. 
126-144. 

o Teo, Hsu-Ming. "Orientalism: An Overview." Australian Humanities Review 54 (2013): 1-
20. 

o Gelders, Raf, and S. N. Balagangadhara. "Rethinking Orientalism: Colonialism and the 
study of Indian traditions." History of Religions 51.2 (2011): 101-128.  

Project Scope Statement 
The project is primarily focused on the term “Oriental” in LCSHs and LCC captions. As for related terms, 
we may consult with subject experts if needed.  

“Oriental” has different meanings depending on the context and one LCSH can be divided into 2-3 
subject headings. Three funnel groups are working on this project, sorting subject headings based on our 
domain knowledge. 

Project Roadmap 
Phase 1. First, sort the LCSHs  into two groups: a group where the meaning of “Oriental” changes 
depending on context (such as “Oriental philology”) and a group where Oriental is part of a proper name 
(such as  “Oriental fire-bellied toad” or “Grand Erg Oriental (Algeria and Tunisia)”) which does not need 
to be replaced. Examine the first group and determine the priority order depending on complexity of the 
subject headings. 

Phase 2. To be determined based on the outcome of phase 1. 

Estimates 
Estimate the total of LCSH to revise: at least 370 LCSHs and over 160 LCC captions 

Project duration 
Our initial estimate is approximately five to seven years. However, this is subject to change based on the 
outcomes of phase 1 and phase 2.   

Number of new proposals: 
TBD (after phase 1) 

Number of change/cancel proposals: 
More than 300 

Number of validation records: 
TBD 

Bibliographic file maintenance (BFM): 



TBD 

Would this project require changes to existing Library of Congress manuals or 
other public documentation (e.g., SHM, CONSER Manual, RDA MGDs, etc.)? 
TBD May add instructions on term “Oriental” 

Would this project require changes to existing Library of Congress training or 
necessitate new training materials? 
TBD (after phase 1) 

 


